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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CVIS, OCLR, UR, US (M/S NOVOPOLOTSK) 

SUBJECT: SHIPPING LINE COMPLAINT/CREW DETAINED ON BOARD 
AT NEW YORK 

REE: LENINGRAD 551 (NOTAL) AND 457 (NOTAL) 

1. M/S "NOVOPOLOTSK" ARRIVED BALTIMORE APRIL 28 AND CREW 
PERMITTED SHORE LEAVE. SINCE BALTIMORE WAS THE ONLY PORT 
SHOWN ON IBEX (LENINGRAD 457), INS HEADQUARTERS SENT ITS 
CLEARANCE TO THAT PORT. HAD VO OR EUR/SOV KNOWN IN TIME 
THERE WAS A PROBLEM IN NEW YORK, ARRANGEMENTS EOR SHORE 
LEAVE COULD HAVE BEEN WORKED OUT THRU WORKING LEVEL 
CONTACTS IN INS HEADQUARTERS. 

2. NO ONE IN VO OR EUR/SOV WAS AWARE OE THE M/S 
"NOVOPOLOTSK’S" PROBLEM UNTIL AMCONSUL LENINGRAD BROUGHT 
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IT TO OUR ATTN APRIL 24. IN FUTURE, IT WOULD BE HELPEUL 
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IF IBEX MESSAGES LISTED ALL US PORTS OF CALL. ALSO EMB 
AND CONGEN MAY WISH TO BRING TO THE ATTN OF MFA (OR 
SHIPPING COMPANIES) THAT PROBLEMS LIKE THE ABOVE CAN 
USUALLY BE FAVORABLY RESOLVED IE BROUGHT TO ATTN SOVIET 
EMB WASH D.C. ONCE SOVIET EMB AWARE OF PROBLEM, EUR/SOV 
IS NORMALLY CONTACTED BY TELCON. EUR/SOV ALERTS VO, AND 
VO CONTACTS INS TO RESOLVE MATTER. 

3. IN RELATED MATTER, MOSCOW IBEX EOR M/V "PAVLIK 
LARISHKIN" GAVE EIRST PORT OF CALL AS SAGINAW, MICH., 

WHEREAS MONTREAL IBEX GAVE CHICAGO.IN FACT, BURNS 
HARBOR WOUND UP BEING THE FIRST PORT OF CALL, AND THRU 
TIMELY AD HOC ACTION, CLEARANCE GIVEN INS HAMMOND, IND TO 
ALLOW LANDING PRIVILEGES. IN ORDER TOMINIMIZE SIMILAR 
PROBLEMS AT GREAT LAKES PORTS, INS SUGGESTS, AND DEPT 
ENDORSES, THAT INS/CLEVELAND, DETROIT, AND CHICAGOBE 
INCLUDED AS INFO ADDRESSEES ON IBEX MESSAGES. AS SIMILAR 
PROBLEMS TEND TO OCCUR AT GULF PORTS,IT ISLIKEWISE 
SUGGESTED THAT INS/NEW ORLEANS AND HOUSTONBEINCLUDED AS 
INFO ADDRESSEES ON IBEX MESSAGES. 

4. FYI ONLY. RECENTLY, INCREASING NUMBER OF SOVIET 
VESSELS HAVE BEEN CALLING AT US ATLANTIC AND GULFCOAST 
PORTS FOR BACK HAUL CARGO FOLLOWING VOYAGES TO CUBA. 

DEPT AND INS HAVE FACILATATED SHORE LEAVEFOR CREW 
MEMBERS ON MANY OF THESE VISITS, EVENTHOUGH THE VESSELS 
LACKED CREW LIST VISAS. SOVIET EMBIS AWARE OF PROBLEM 
AND HAS INFORMED DEPT THAT SOVIET SHIPPING AUTHORITIES 
HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED PROCURE VISAS IN ADVANCE OF VOYAGE. 

DEPT INTENDS TO BE LESS EORTHCOMING ON ENTRY OF 

SOVIET CREWS ARRIVING WITHOUT CREW LIST VISAS IN FUTURE. KISSINGER 
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